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CHAIR'S MESSAGE:

Co- Chair’s Message

As the song goes, “Though it’s a long long time from May to December, the days grow short when you
reach September.” We will soon be finding that so true as we open our studio’s for yet another year. I hope
each of you have had a relaxing wonderful summer with some time away to again feel refreshed and ready for
teaching.

HCMTA has a program filled year as usual. There are events for teachers and students. We hope that
more teachers will participate in the Annual Teacher Recital on October 24th. King of Kings Lutheran Church
is a lovely venue; additionally we will have Vincitore provide a second piano for duets. Our student programs
are varied and include the beginner through the advanced student.

I want to thank all of the members who give so much of their time and help out with our many events. I
know that all of our members care very much about our organization and would be willing to help out in some
way. Having more members share the work would make things easier for all of us. Of course, all are welcome
whether you can help out or not. Those of us that take on the tasks do not do so because we have to or because
of the great rewards that come with planning and programming. We do it because we have a love for music and
sharing this wonderful outlet with others.

Once again in May 2011 we will be electing a new slate of officers. It is not too early to think about
accepting a position on the executive board. All of those who have been officers are more than willing to be
there for your assistance.
Please-------- be in touch with any member on the executive board if you are willing to serve in any capacity.
If you haven’t helped with any of the events or participated in any of the HCMTA programs this is definitely
the year to start. You might be surprised how much you like it and we would love to have your help.

Janet Nelson Nickerson
Co-chair HC-MTA







$$$$$ Membership and Dues Reminder $$$$$
DUES REMINDER

Thanks to all who have already paid their dues and a friendly reminder to all other HCMTA members who
have not yet paid their dues. We have many interesting programs scheduled for 2010-2011 that teachers
and students in which you will want to be participants. Therefore, please remit dues to National prior to

September 1, 2010. Our local will then be notified that you are a member in good standing and your
eligibility will not be questioned. Note the updated Membership Roster. If a new member lives in your area,

please welcome that person warmly!

Looking forward to seeing you all in the upcoming months, Janet Nelson Nickerson

Recital Etiquette
HCMTA welcomes family and friends to our recitals. Recital performers have studied and practiced many

hours to prepare themselves for these important afternoons. Please encourage your students to remain for
the complete programs. Each student is entitled to have a full audience for his/her performance. Many of

us have more than one event on any given day. However, our calendar is prepared well in advance to
enable families the opportunity to set aside the allotted time.

Please avoid disruptions during recitals! This includes origami out of programs, messing with
candy wrappers, and texting on cellphones.

Performers should be allowed to have a quiet hall while performing. Conversation should be curtailed when
the recital commences. Turn off cell phones! Occasionally younger children become restless; parents

should feel free to leave the recital hall with the child so as not to disturb the performers and the audience.
Please remind students and families that “we are here to listen.”

REPORTS

TEACHER WORKSHOP RECAP

On April 28th, Ruthanne Schempf presented Part I of “Teachers Exposed Provocative Pedagogy.” All in
attendance agreed it was a most informative morning and we look forward to Part II in 2011. Our venue
was the Florence Miskin Grenis studio and kudos to Florence for the wonderful refreshments. Many thanks
also for the use of your studio. Everyone should put this on their calendar now for April 27, 2011. Please --
----------- don’t miss it!!!! -reported by Janet Nelson Nickerson

MAY STUDENT RECITAL RECAP

Eighteen very talented students representing eight HCMTA teachers performed in our Annual May 2nd
Annual Student Recital at King of Kings Lutheran Church. It was a beautiful afternoon of music that was

enjoyed by everyone in attendance. Of course not to be overlooked was the array of refreshments following
the program.

We hope you will all check for our 2011 date and prepare your best students for this wonderful afternoon.
-Janet Nelson Nickerson

The Annual Meeting
On May 19 at the Alexis Diner.

From left to right: Margaret Small, Fenlan Lin, Joanne Raichart, Beverly Poyerd, Eileen Landman, Marjorie
Schempf, Jean MacDonald, Janet Nickerson, Florence Grenis



Play-in at Jean MacDonald’s Studio
Several teachers gathered at on May 26 for a fun play-in using Jean’s new 2nd grand piano! Eileen

Landman urged us to sight read ensemble music, a good fun challenge



From left to right: Paula Bresnan, Beverly Poyerd, Jean MacDonald, Pat Corby, Janice Nimetz, Margaret
Small, and Eileen Landman

Annual Calendar Meeting Informal Minutes

The annual calendaring meeting of the HCMTA was called to order at the Alexis Diner on June 2, 2010 at
10:20 a.m. Present were Margaret Barton Small, Janet Nickerson, Paula Bresnan, Ruthanne Schempf, and

Joanne Raichart. With sadness, Margaret informed us of the death of Sylvia Furash's husband, David.
Florence Grenis and Jean McDonald were excused because they were in New Jersey attending his

services. Margaret will be leaving for her home in Maine soon. She will return in September. The balance
of the time was spent on the calendar.

Also, Florence suggested that we have another teacher game day at her studio, on Wednesday, September
22! Come play music games and try out all the possibilities for making learning fun.

Editor: Let’s all make a serious effort to participate in our events! There was insufficient interest in the
instrumental, vocal and composition recital so the concert was cancelled. Now that we know about these

programs in advance, we can prepare students

Don’t Forget…
An End-of-Summer Social -- All are Welcome!

To chat -- To play -- To relax

At the home of Janice Nimetz
Wednesday, August 18, from 10 until. . .

Janice will provide 2 pianos and a light lunch.














